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_ ._«THE"’messag; -w'h»ch:.,ar:companiedf your dissent from our FEMBWA&:&WW&Q{@E&" ubavgo,. his i

seriously and deliberately ‘considlered:” If the feelings of- this hous# were alone concerned, silemce o our pasrg
would, perhaps, most'strongly denote the predominant sentiment which such a, message must satursily excite ;
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but a just sensibility for the honour and the interests of the state constrains us, howaycr relnclantly, 1o’ make
a brief and explicit reply. SR com T R AR AR .
If the senate can really believe, that a_majority of the people - of Marylauﬂ‘3??,"&11_,1"1538@9«tg,e,adli:?@hc
embargo with all'its train of supplenients, at a time when, from being every_whe::e paipable, ;hc_:ﬂ_ri_l’is haog;aa
atmost proverbial, and if the senatz had contented themselves with asserting this belief, Mgmrmchjz is to
_be admired as an instance of faith entirely independent of probability, it might have been safely permitted te-
pass into oblivion, and it would scarcely have required a single comment—It would have been sufficient to re-
member and to observe, that the criterion assumed by the senate, as evidencing popular.opinion on this peint,
is notoriously defe@ive and fallacicus ; that neither in the congressional eleflions, nor in the late clettorai elec.
tions for president H'@, vice-president, was there a fair trial or a full expression of the u:iil of thejwvgxg' (
of Maryland upon this interesting subje€t; that if other circumstances had not at this penad‘pr_gc!utlcd 2 geRes
- ral effort on the part of those who are opposed to the embargo, yet according to the arrangement of the distrils,
from the manner in which several of the counties have been distributed and divided, ‘manifestly wi;i_:,g”vicp_r o
other objects than those of public convenience, it might happen at any period that the wishes of a real majority

could be effefually overruled and apparently suppressed ; that as to the present matter in "contrgversy,‘hc’ic;‘:r,

there can be no doubt that the Judgment of the people has never been as completely pronounced, as it would
have been, if the people had pot been all along tantalized and deluded with the hope that the embargo way soon to
be raised ; that therefore the strength of the present opponénts to that measure cannot be duiy'esﬁmate&,byjaay_f
election whatever which has yet occurred, and is not éven to be limitted by the degree of ascendancy which.
they hold in che nouse of delegates, pecause if the question had ever been, 6r could now be, hogaestly-pro.
pounded to the common sense of the country, whether the embargo ought to be continued, and whether it has
not hitherts proved an unprepitious experiment, it is confidently believed that the result would be a dire® and
complite condemuution of a system, of which it is now difficalt to say whether it is most futile and perverse,
or balefuly vexatious and alarming, v ' 7 S
Under these impressions it cou!d not have been very material to us what conjeSures might be indulged in the
calculations of the other branch of the legislature. -Constituted as the senate i3, clefled between two and threo
years ago, having at this time a self-created portion of more than one third of the whole original number, .apd
being withal separated from the immediate influence of the people, to whom but a remote responsibility is, felt,
it cannot be surprizing, ner is it indeed any .tause for reproach, that such a body, upon an occasion like this,
should not be so competent to understand and to represeut the genuine feelings of the commaunity, as a majority
of the house of delegates recently choséu, and chosen too, in.most instances, upon the €XDress ground o{@&
position to that particular course of policy, whose effefls are alrcady so.much deplored,. and whose future come
sequences are subjccis to us of anxious and fearful méditation, ‘ ‘e

Nor would the mcre eulogium upon the virfies of this policy, so highly magnified and recommended by the
senate, have rendered the formality of any answer by this house either Recessary or zdviscable. With the strikes
ing proof before us, which the message itself affords, how little either of argument or elucidation i3 to beiex-
petted on a great theme of national interest and feeling in a communication of this sort between the two.
branches of tie legislature, even when it proceeds from the combined wisdom and talents of one branch, emw
" tirely undivided and concentred in principle, and having all the sources of political inteiligence ready at its
command ; from such an example as this on our table, it would rather seem that a lessan of becoming prudence
should be learncd, while we could perceive no indncement or further advantage to be gained by entering intothe
discussion which it may possibly have been intended to invice. IT the senatc cannot be corvinced by their own -
observation; that the operatian of the embargo has been generally injurious and distressing, we must conclude,
that with equal benevolence, they possess a much higher fortitude than this house can pretend tos-but at the same
time it leaves us in some perplexity to account for che late passage of an a&l through both houses of the legisly-
ture, to suspend the ordinary process of justice, in a manner which mothing but the supposcd §rievqus necessity of
the times could authorise or require. Nor have we any right or disposition to obie, that the senzte shogld Mt :7% 3
the embargo.as a measure of a.wise, ¢fficient, and dignified policy ;™ because it might be deemed an ungfacions task
to restriét the imagination in a case where so little of the reality exists; amd we should sincerely rejoice if the
belligerents of Europe, instead of treating it with derision or indifference, could be mads to appreciate cup
“ gelf. retirement,” as it is termed. according to the fond and fanciful reckoning of its au't!:ox-s,"advia;:rl_ and ad-
votates. As we have no desire to disturb or interfere with the opinion of the senate, as it is thus, expressed i
the message, neither can we be expetled to change or relinquish any of the sentiments. contaioed ip the Fesohi-
- tiondi-. On the contrary, they-are irresistibly confirmed by refleflion, and fortified by every information of,

tate of public affairs, of which the publie are permitted ta obsain apy knewledg.; dnd we shall sheer.
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